No 2 to Editors of National Student Christian Movement Periodicals : 


Ff ederation Staff 


aa is with great regret that we report the death, as a 
result of a heart attack, of Margaret Wrong who was 
isles of the W.S.C.F. staff from 1921 to 1925. 
as paying a visit to Uganda as secretary of the 
national Committee on Christian Literature. for 
rica. Further reference will be made in The Student 
ld. Here we would only record our sorrow, and 
sympathy with her father Professor G. M. Wrong 
Toronto, and the other members of her family. 


Federation Events 


t has now been decided that the Bible Study Leaders’ 

erence will be held from August [4th to 30th at 
Marécottes, Valais, Switzerland. This means that 
ederation Chalet will be closed for guests during 
period, but it will be kept open in September. 


Federation History 


Ve draw the attention of our readers to two fasci- 
and important histories of the World’s Student 
tian Federation. The first, written by Suzanne 
Diétrich, and entitled Cinquante Ans d’Histoire, 
| already been published in France. Readers in 
countries may order it for S. Fr. 4.50, or its 
lent, from 13 rue Calvin. The second, written 
th Rouse and entitled The World’s Student 
oe Sees : A History of the first thirty years, 
to be published by the Student Christian 
ament Press, Ltd, 56 Bloomsbury Street, London 
ei. at 12/6. Readers on the European Continent 
order copies through 13 rue Calvin; readers in 
ted States may order them through the U.S.C.C., 
th Avenue, New York City 10. Fuller reference 
9 these two volumes will be made in The Student 
Z Id. Order aki now ! 


‘World Christian Youth Commission 


It is with deep thankfulness that we report a new 
se in the cooperative efforts of the World Christian 
anisations which is marked by the formation of 
World Christian Youth Commission. 
h is Commission has grown out of the effective 
ration carried on in the interests of Christian 
the World Council of Churches, the World 
Christian Education, the World’s Student 
eration, the World’s Alliance of Y.M.C. As 
*s Y.W.C.A, 
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Each of these five bodies has appointed six repre- 
sentatives to this Commission, three of whom are 
under thirty years of age. The General Secretary 
and one other Staff member are included in the six. 

The general purpose of the Commission is to be an 
instrument of cooperation, sponsoring study of special 
questions and initiating and carrying out cooperative 
action in the field of youth among the participating 
organisations. 

The first meeting of the Commission will take 
place from Monday 12th July till Wednesday 21st July, 
1948, at the Evangelisches Sozialheim “Sonnenblick”’, 
Walzenhausen, Appenzell, Switzerland. 

The main topic of this meeting will be “Our Common 
Responsibility in the Secular World”. The agenda 
proposed for the meeting includes : 

Worship led by members of the Commission, 

Bible Study on “the World” as the Bible knows and 
faces it, 

Main Study Sessions on “Our Common Responsi- 
bility in the Secular World”. 

We ask all the readers of the Federation News Sheet 
to pray that we may hear God’s voice speaking to us 
when we meet together, and may go forward to carry 


_ out His commands. 


Great Britain and Ireland 


Study Swanwick Conference, July 10—20, 1948 


Study Swanwick has been described as a “Christian 
University in miniature”. It lasts ten days. There is 
plenty of time for reading (each delegate brings a 
number of books from a common list to form a library 
from which all borrow). Most of the work is done in 
commissions, once a day on a Bible theme, and once 
on the problems of Christian living to-day. This year 
there will be fourteen of the latter to choose from, 
grouped under three heads: 

(a) What is the Church ? Why must it expand? Why 
and how should it be united ? 
i. The nature of the Church and its oecumenical 
task, 
ii. The S.C.M. and the Churches. 
iii, Roads to Re-union. 
iv, Common problems of evangelism facing the 
Church in the world. 
v. The new relation of the older and younger 
Churches. 


ras 


(b) How churchmanship works out in the life saya e 


Christian student in the University. 
vi. Student evangelism. 


The Thought of the University : 
the University and its different faculties. 


a Guia Obedience in the University (West- . 


minster syllabus). 


(c) How churchmanship works out in the prevlenes 


of polities and citizenship. 
xi. Evangelism in a technical society. 
xii, Student Politics. 
xiii. Communism and Democracy. 
xiv. International Order and the eelonine 
At Swanwick will be found the leaders of the British 
S.C.M. from England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales, 
representatives of other countries, and any others 


who are prepared for some hard work. There will 


also be a distinguished group of senior members of 


the Universities. 


France 


The French S.C.M. recently held a national conference, 
for the second time since the liberation. At a time 
when the great majority of French students are in 
considerable financial difficulty and travelling costs 
are increasing every day, one could easily have wondered 
whether the Conference would be a success. In spite 
of these adverse circumstances, more than two hun- 
dred students met in Toulouse, nearly as many dele- 
gates as before the war. About thirty foreign delegates 
came from Switzerland, the Netherlands, Italy, 
England, Sweden, Spain and other countries. Moreover, 
the numerous students of the Union Francaise and 
particulary from Madagascar, who took part in the 
Conference, were a visible reminder to students from 
France itself that they cannot be concerned only with 
European problems and that the very existence of 
French colonies forces them constantly to examine 
their conscience and take new practical decisions. 

The main theme of the Conference was precisely 
that of liberty. Four lectures on personal liberty, 
liberty in human relationships, political liberty and 
Christian liberty were amplified by a practical exposé 
done by a student and by the study of a biblical passage 
or Church document. This programme raised much 
questioning, enthusiasm and uncertainty, in keeping 
with the France of today. In a way, the Conference 
followed the traditional line of the French $.C.M., which 
Anglo-Saxons are tempted to call over-intellectualism 
or rabies theologica ! But, in the last resort, the main 
fact of this five-day meeting was the unanimous 
decision on the part of the delegates to bring authentic 
spiritual life to their intellectual research. One cannot 
help thinking, in that connection, of those Westminster 
delegates who, when they met at High Leigh, expressed 
their thirst for more fervent life and a fuller consecra- 
tion of all their energies in the service of Jesus Christ. 
When the world is steeped in despair and hesitates 
between so many unsatisfactory solutions, it is a 


hopeful and joyful sign to see members of the Fede- 


ration all over the world turn to the one source of 


certainty and peace, and feel the need of spiritual 


renewal, in no way seeking to evade political turmoil, 


but endeavouring to find their place in it, while knowing 
to Whom they belong. 


. come. Will they be ready to listen to our mess 
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is suai up ihe most is at chin! time the grou 
Teachers’ Colleges. A year ago we had about tw 
three very small groups. The Colleges are smal 


(200-250 students). They are for two years stayin g 
the colleges. It is difficult for them to find s 


pastors because it has to be a honorary post and 
good pastors are very busy. There is one thing ck 
ging this year: until now we had an older gene: 
of students, most of them having been soldiers. 1 
have been the most active part in our Studente 
meinden. They are finishing their studies in the c 
of 1948 and we are expecting very young student 


=F well as the older generation ? I am not sure ab 
They have not been in the Christian youth m¢ 
ment but in the Hitler-youth and none of them h 
been in a Lagergemeinden, in a PW camp. 
The most important thing for us seems to be t 
we did good work in picking up students out of 
big body of the Studentenschaft into our groups and 
getting lively student congregations. But now it is — 
time to come to a turning point, I mean to go back | - 
into the University and the whole body of students, 
Not for recruiting new students, but to tell them th: 
we have something important to say to all the pr 
blems on the campus. We are taking the first steps 
in that direction. In Kiel they began with a so-called — 
Studenten-Konferenz. About 200 students and some sy 
professors were together for four or five days discussing 
important problems like Universitas litterarum, Gott 
und die Geschichte. In the meantime they had a Frei- 
zeit for professors only. At Kéln and Aachen they had — 
a similar thing some weeks ago. In Aachen they had — 
a seminar together with a professor of architecture d 
Kirchenbau. They first talked on each subject in the — 
Studentengemeinde and after that proposed their plans. — 
They got excellent discussions and the professor w 
so happy about it that he asked the student pastor 
for another seminar in cooperation in the next semester. _ 
We are in the very beginning in doing so but already © 
find the fruits. At Freysing Seine Magnifizenz saic 
“The meetings of the Studentengemeinde really 
events at the College and I am willing to be present 
as often as I am able to do so”. And today I was told 
that the Prorektor of the University at KéIn personally | 
welcomed the 400 students from Bonn, Aachen, Dii 
dorf and Kéln to the prayer service on Sunday, 
bruary 15th. So it does not seem impossible ; 
we are on the way to become an important factor in — 
the Universities, bringing our message to the ie 


Shihess Rhodesia 


From a letter from}Hilda Mahlangu : 
We are grateful to let you know that in a school i 
Southern Rhodesia called Hope Fountain Institutios 


Christian Association. This branch has pane 
through the assistance of Mr. H. Makulu, on 
staff who has been a member of this | assoc 


aka 
: Ses Pavtige ivi Australia 
as. ir President, and also his wife as our helper. 
me ies was begun on February Ist, 1948, 
attended only by the Teachers in Training. 
irman is Jotham Xaba, one of the second year 
s in Training. Our meeting is always begun by 
followed by prayer led by two of the members. 


“We sometimes have a general meeting where 
e s some subject together, and sometimes have 
tudy cireles where each group discusses alone. There 
Saige circles with one acting as leader i in each 


a few months we are expecting the visit of 
Tikili Pie was born at Hope Fountain, and is 


e as soon as he arrives he will give us some 


eas about the Association, since he has been 
ie need in-it for a \ long time... 


South Afriea 


sh Speaking Section was held at. Rhodes in 
anuary. ‘The theme was “The Word of God and the 
-der of Man”, and the conference was undertaken 


Rhodes University College and with Prof. J. Irving, 
r of Studies, Rhodes Summer School, 1948. 


me : 


erent church tradition, were followed by lectures 
lical Theology by ,Prof, Horton Davies and 


half, on the Epistle to the Ephesians, conducted 
rden Synge of St. Paul’ 8, Anglican aad and 


aretha preceded the lecture, the other 
ich they followed. Answers to the questionnaire 
mitted at the end of conference showed a preference 


Fadia: 


1.8.5. started its work among refugee students 


organising relief for refugee students of the Punj ab. 
LS. S. took the lead in this matter and in co- 
ation with the two leading student organisations 
ia, t the All India Student Congress and the All 
| Student Federation, set “g a Relief Centre in 


“a a the great educationalist of India. 
is also eee to the United Council of 


A 

on 
a 
| 


-_“ferreting-out” 


ne first national conference to be organised by the 


1 (to be). Tea was followed by Bible Study, for 


e former method, the feeling being that all the — 


the value and understanding of the lecture Fa 


_ (b) “The Disorder of Man’’. 

In the afternoon and evening lectures were given 
by local authorities on such subjects as Marriage and 
Family Life, Social and Racial Divisions, Individual 
Relationships, Anti-Semitism, etc. Two forums were 


held in which a variety of questions were asked and : 


opinions aired. 


(c) Free Time. 

All these lectures, instructive as they were, served 
but as a stimulus. Over meals, on the sports-fields, 
in many social contacts discussion went on. Teachers 
and clerical workers, students and Y.M.C.A. workers, 
ministers and manual workers, Africans and Europeans 
were continually bringing their knowledge of the 
Word of God to bear on the Disorder of Man, and in 
working out the practical application of the Christian 


ideal set before them, thus providing the link which 9 
‘sometimes was lacking between the doctrinal and 


sociological studies. 


The Delegates : 

Men 21; Women 29: Total 50. 

iaehore 16; Students 15; Ministers 7; Clerks 5: 
Y.M.C.A. Soensticige DCIS Ce < secretaries 2. 


Social Workers, Carpenters, Housewives ; ; of these, — 


one each, 
Philippines 


Frem a letter of Ester de Jesus : 

Our National Student Conference at Bagnio (Decem- 
ber 26-31) was a huge success. And it gave me a golden 
opportunity to tell them about Oslo and its far-reaching 
significance on Filipino students. They were also very 
eager to know the results of the Lundsberg Conference. 
Although our student movement is not very new, 


many were surprised to find out that there was W.S.C.F. 


of which our S.C.M. is a part! My going over. to 
Lundsberg and Oslo as their representative made that 
fact more of a reality. We have increased and strength- 
ened our membership. There were about 165 student 
leaders from 32 colleges and universities. I hope to 
send our conference report later. ; 
Enclosed is our handbook which will give more 
about our conference. Our program committee pre- 
pared it for Bagnio. We hope to plan carefully and 
utilize to the limit the preparatory materials I have 
been receiving from M.M. Thomas ere The Asian Leaders 


Conference. 


WORLD STUDENT RELIEF 


Relief and Welfare of which Her Excellency Lady 
Mountbatten is the Chairman. Through this centre 
an enquiry was made into the conditions of refugee 
students and statistics were collected, food and shelter 
was given to houseless students, some warm clothes 


and blankets were distributed and small loans advanced 


to student for fees. 

While this work was being carried on, the I.S.S, 
found that there were no Primary and Middle Schools 
for thousands and thousands of refugee pupils. Their 


education had come to a stand still. The Government 
and other organisations were preoccupied with other 


problems and could not take any steps to provide 
education for these children. They were just ota. 


needed for the discussion increased 


| eA 


in the streets and playing in the dust. There was a 
danger of these children being spoiled for lack of educ- 
ational facilities. Realising this danger, the I.S.S. 
once more took the lead in organising schools for these 
children. All the work of collecting boys and girls 
from streets, from houses, from wherever they were 
and then giving them primary education was done by 
refugee students themselves. The 1.5.5. workers went 
from house to house, from street to street, to collect 
boys and girls. 

There were no large funds at the disposal of the 
LS.S. at that time. They had no equipment necessary 
for running a school such as mattresses, blackboards, 
tables or chairs, text-books etc; But even without 
these and handicapped by want of these, students 
forged their way and worked hard and managed to make 
the little boys and girls interested in the schools. These 
schools became by necessity open-air schools, boys 
and girls just squatted on the ground and the teachers 
who had no chairs’ to sit on, moved amidst them and 
taught them the rudiments of knowledge. The parents 
saw the utility of this work and co-operated whole 
heartedly with our workers and sent their children to 
these schools. In just a month’s time, the number of 
these schools had increased from one to four and that 
of pupils from one hundred to fifteen hundred. Besides 
these schools, the I.S.S. organised two adult education 
centres for women and two literacy classes for Harijan 
women and children. 

The I.S.S. is a service organisation pledged to 
achieve constructive co-operation among students and 
teachers. It was born in Europe after the end of the 
first World War in 1919 and did magnificent work in 
rehabilitating the student victims of war. It has been 
doing this work in all parts of the world for the last 36 
years. In India, the I.S.S. has started its activities 
only from the last year and has already given sub- 
stantial grants to Student Congress and Student Feder- 
ation, for running hostels, citizenship-raining colleges, 
and such other relief activities. In Delhi the 1.5.8. 


concentrates on organising relief for refugee students. 
The manner in which I.S.S. is giving relief has been 
indicated above. The I.S.S. hopes to start a hostel for 
refugee students and teachers very soon, which would 
be a great help to students and. teachers who have no 
accommodation. 

This is the record of our work ; it is on the strength 
of this record that I.S.S. to-day stands before the 
students and the people and appeals for their help, 


‘ co-operation and support in the gigantic task of Edue- 


ational Rehabilitation and reconstruction. 


Manchuria: Student Conditions in Mukden 
very grave 


A recent report reached the N.S.R.C. office, depict- 
ing the conditions existing in Mukden: 


“The big needs in the Shenyang (Mukden) Student 
Centre have been coal, water and electricity, the lack 
of which has prevented them from doing more efficient 
work. Because of the shortage of coal, they have had 
no heat in their secretaries’ dormitory. The secretaries 
have had to endure the cold. In the reading room, 
recreation room and tearoom, there is not enough heat. 
They have had to heat the ink bottles before they 
could use them ! 

“Everybody in the office has to wear a fur coat and 
fur hat when working. This year they had an especially 
cold winter. 

“They find the same difficulties in the shortage of — 
light and water. Students can only study during daytime. 
Recently, for half-a-month, they have had no electric- 
ity at all. They use the gasoline lamps occasionally, 
but it is very expensive. 

“Due to these difficulties, their work was not as 
efficient as they would have liked it to have been. 
Although the environment seemed cold, their hearts 
are ““warm”. Hoping their colleagues give them good 
advice and suggestions and pray for them.” : 


LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOUR MOVEMENT 


From the News Sheet of the Shanghai Christian Students: ‘ 

“Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me.” 

Shanghai is a city of extremities. Under the shadows 
of the skyscraper, and beyond the ends of the main 
streets, are the slums where the estimated 300.000 
destitutes spend their lives in mudsheds for years in 
mute agony and helplessness. During the wintry 
season, hundreds die from freezing and starvation, 
for the thin Chinese shirts and filmy cereal porridge 
disable them to fight the chills. Life to them is nothing 
but blank despondency. 

About two weeks before Christmas, the S.C.M. 
students in Shanghai thought of doing something for 
these wretched children of God, A “Love your Neigh- 
bour Movement” was started. Plans were being made 
to collect food, clothes and medicine for the unfor- 
tunates. During discussion, the students found that 
the main aim is not mere distribution of relief goods, 
but more important is the spirit of brotherhood of men 
which is the teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

With the help of their adult friends. the students 
collected thousands of articles of used garments, shoes, 
foodstuffs and other necessities. At the same time, 
investigations were made to find out the whereabouts 
of the mudsheds and huts where many of the Shanghai 
people had never been before. 

During the’ holiday season, when traditionally the 
rich spent their time in jolly festivity, the $.C.M. 
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students worked tirelessly all nights. And on Christmas 
and New Year Days, about 700 students paid visits 
to the slum districts to deliver the collections to their 
needy brethren. 

It is indeed a touching sight, as these youthful 
servants of God tread through the narrow muddy — 
paths that lead to the world of suffering and want, 
with bundles in hands and warmth in hearts. As they * 
bent their heads when entering the “doorways” of 
the stark and dirty “households”, where haggard 
eyes and startled faces awaited them, they remembered 
the words once said by Jesus: “For I was hungered 
and ye gave me meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me 
drink ; I was sick and ye visited me; I was in prison 
and ye came unto me... Verily I say unto you, Inas- 


much as ye have done it unto one of the least of these a 

my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” ey 
; 2 

Prayer : ae 

Almighty and most merciful Father, who hast 


taught us not to think of ourselves only, but also for of Fy 1 
the wants of others ; we remember before thee all who pee 
are burdened and oppressed, those whose hopes haye 
been crushed and whose purposes are overthrown. 
We remember all who are afflicted by poverty, or — 
worn down by diseases and illness, the weary and the 
heavy-laden, those also who are suffering for righteous- 
ness’ sake. Help them all to rest in thee; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. ee ; 


' 


